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Confelicity Meeting Minutes
Date: 8th December 2025
Time: 7pm to 9.30pm
Location: Castle
Chair: Simon Jones

1. Attendees
Sally Faraway 
Christina Wilson 
Sue Kara
Lee Hooton
Mike Mynard
Simon Jones
James Hills
James Miller
2. Agenda Items
3.1 Poppy Appeal / Pier Event
Motion
Future events put on by the council, held on the Pier, should be transparent on where the proceeds go to in advance.  For example, the Poppy Appeal.  On a case-by-case basis, associated charities will receive a percentage of surplus income from the event.
Vote: All voted 100% except Lee H (69%) and Simon (90%). 
The motion passed.


3.2 Closure of Southchurch Library
Motion
We support saving Southchurch Library at its current location.
Vote: All 100% in favour except Mike (50%).
The motion passed.
3.3 Working From Home
Motion 
We would end Working From Home, where is it not absolutely necessary.
Vote: 100% in favour, except Lee Hooton (70%).
The motion passed.
3.4 Directors of councils Living Outside of the area
Motion
We would make a requirement that all council directors live locally.
Vote: 100% in favour
The motion passed.
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3.5 Article 4 / HMOs
Motion: We support giving the council planning authority over all HMO conversions regardless of the number of rooms.  Currently, property owners are not required to seek this permission for any conversions for up to six people. 
Vote: 100% in favour.
Motion passed.






3.6 Civic Centre
Motion: To retain the Civic Centre as the home of the council
Vote: 100% in favour except Simon and Mike (80%)
The motion passed.

3.7 Tourist Tax
Motion: We oppose the introduction of a tourist tax.
Vote: All in favour except Mike (80%) and Lee H (55%)
The motion passed.

3.8 Facial Recognition use by the police
Motion: We oppose the use of Facial Recognition by the police
Vote: 100% in favour.
The motion passed.

3.9 Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs)
Motion: We oppose introduction of Low Traffic Neighbourhoods in Southend
Vote: All 100% in favour.
The motion passed.






3.10 Police Use of Social Media Monitoring
Motion: We support freedom of speech and oppose the use of the police to treat offensive but lawful online statements as criminal matters.
Vote: 100% in favour
Motion pass.
3.11 Immigration
Comments
Separation from immigration numbers and multi-culturalism was important. The general consensus is that Southend can no longer sustain the numbers coming into the city.  
A vote will be taken at a future meeting.
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